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The following is a 


complete list of the elders of this congregation: 


Name When installed 


Ceased to act Died 


Alex, Walker 


date unknown 




Mar. 5, 1863 


Jolin Reay 


" 




April 20, -1856 


Joseph Merlin 


" ' 




Feb. 26, 1859 


Joshua tMeu 


»i H 




Oct, 23, 1869 


F. S. Verity, M. D. 


"'1S56 




Oct. 15, 1862 


George Hamilton 




Died in Mass. 


Jan. 31, 1881 


Root, Miller 


*' . 


Removed to 
Montreal 




John Kyle 


CI 




Aug. 15, 1865 
Oct 235-1870 


Joseph Milne 


■ June 22, I860 




Donald McFee (Major) "■ " 




Dec- l4 1880 


Hugh Merlin 


.. .. 




April 21 1902 


Thomas Kyle, Jr. 


El it 


1878 


Mar. 18, 1S89 


Wm. Barr, Sr. 


. Mar. 9, 1879 




Sept. 2. 1SS7 


John Mc.Xaughton 


tt a 


Died in Denver 


Jan. B, 1895 


Henry O'Neil 


n a 


Jan. 1881 
Moved to 
Montreal 




Archibald Cleiarid 


Jan. 9, 1S87 






G. J. McKay i ' 


if ti 






Donald McFee IjCapt.) May 5, 1889 






Thomas Merlin 


i t a 




■ ■ , . 


Geo. 13, McCrea I 

j 


Feb. 1, 1903 


Jan. 1910 
Moved West 




Alfred Kenny I 


€t if 






Robert Elliott, M. D. 


Jan. 18. 1911 


1912 
Moved away 




P. H. M. F,cmerville 


Ju<ae 2S, 1912 






W. C. Robson 


Feb. 25, 191« 




Jan. S, 1921 


W. J. Robson 


When the sep- 
arate sessions 




July 17. 1919 


W. Walter Barr 


oi St. Andrew's 
and Knox Church- 




John G. Barr 


es united as 


one 


Jan. 5. 1921 


W. H 4 Stewart 


session 
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History Of Hemmingford 
Presbyterian Church 



The first minister of the congrega- 
ition was the Rev, John Merl4n, of 
Maghera, County Derry, Ireland, 
who received Ms ministerial educa- 
tion in Glasgow and Edinburgh. In 
Ms diary is this note in his hand- 
writing, dalted Sept. 1st, 1856. "This 
day 1 have completed my 74th year 
and the 33rd of my ministry in\ 
Hemmingford."' This note indicates 
that he reckoned his ministry here 
to date from Sept. 1st, 1823. Mrs. 
Merlin and their three children fol- 
lowed Mr. Merlin upon receipt of a 
letter from him, whiieh had been 
long delayed in the mails. They 
made their home for the first two 
years in a cabin, on what is now 
Wm, McKay's land, on the South 
side of the brook crossing the read 
near Duquette's- and on the West 
side of the Toad. In the third year 
Ithey moved to what is now the 
Joseph Merlin farm and Lived on the 
knoll near the road, south of the 
'house now occupied by Joseph 
Merlin, grandson. This house was 
begun in 1837, aud completed in 
,3838. In this home Ithe Rev. Mr. 
Merlin died in 3 866, aged 85, his 
wife having predeceased him by two 
years:. 

In addition to his duties as a min- 
ister, Mr, Merlin taught school for 
some years, at first in a school-room 
at Scriver's Corners (now Hem- 
mingford Village) on the site now 
occupied by O, Laeaase'a store, etc. 
In 1828 Mr neighbors raised a school 
neaT his dwelling, in front of what is 
now Hiram Humphrey's home. Here 
he taught assisted by his wife, who 
taught in his absence. In later 
years a part ot his duty was also to 
exami-ie 'Candidates and certify them 
for lieeaso as teachers. 



His regular preaching places were 
the school at Scriver's Corners, at 
Sherrington a school 9 miles North 
from Scriver's, and in Black's 
school 20 miles West of Scriver'-s. 
Monthly service was given at Beech- 
ridge, to which place he floated 
down Norton Creek in a canoe, 
water permitting. 




REV. 



JOHN MERLIN 
1823-53 



Communion seasons were regular- 
ly held in the sohoolhouse at 
Scriver's until 1842 when a stone 
chuTch was built a little north of 
the present village and on the East 
side of the street. The Church was 
37x52 with gable facing West, en- 
tered by a double door in centre of 
front. Within the entrance was a lob 
by with minister's room to the right, 
and gallery stairs to left. The audit- 
orium had a row of seats on each 
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side and a double row lu tlie middle. 
A door to each of the two aisles 
opened from 'tlie lobby. The pulpit 
was high with a stairway ori each 
side. A space in iront of the . pulpit 
seived £or the communion tables, 
the communicants ■ being seated at 
tap tables during the serving oi the 
elements. 

In the early years of his ministry 
Mr. Merlin was connected with "the 
Presbyterian Synod of Trelada dis- 
tinguished by the name oi seceders 
and with the United Associate Synod 
0' Scotland" which did nothing for 
him in the way at grants. On the 
solicitation of hi3 bre-thren in 1841 
Mr. Merlin connected with the 
Church of Scotland and became en- 
titled to a grant from the clergy re- 
serves. On retiring from the min- 
istry he received the regular allow- 
ance of £3 00 per year during life. 

pn July 4th, 1853, the congrega- 
tion of Sherrington and Hemming- 
ford made formal application, were 
received 'iato the ,; presbytery of 

.Montreal and Mr. Ales. C. Stewart, 

„ a .licentiate of (the Reformed Presby- 
terian Church was appointed as sup- 

-; -ply. Mr. Stewart was ordain eid and 
intluctea into the charge Nov. 8th, 
1853, and resigned Jan. 17th, 1855. 

On Sept. 8th, 3858 the Rev. James- 
Paftter.so-i. now D. D„ was inducted 
anil ministered here till Sept, 1st, 
1SS2. Dr. Patterson lived for a time 
with Major Donald. McFee and with 
Alex. McClymopt till the Manse 
(now the property of Mr. Thomas 
Merlin) was completed, into which 
he , moved in ISfiO. His services 
were at first given to Hemmingford, 
and for a time ito Sherrington. But 

'during his pastorate Knox Church 
became a part of the congregation 
f.nd his first meeting of session 
there was held on Sept. 15th, 1876. 
The first communion roll recorded 
by Dr. Patterson in 1858 contains 74 
names. The first : Sabbath - School in 
the congregation was opened by him 
on the first Sabbath of December. 




REV. .TAS. PATTERSON, D. D. 
1858-82 

1858 and two dollars wrra Voted 
from the session fund for Eabbatli 
School purposes. 

The present St. Andrew's Church 
was dedicated on Wed-.iesday, Dec. 
11th, 1872. It is seated for 350 per- 
sons and cost when completed, 
56000.00 The morning service o - i 
that day was conducted by Rev. Dr. 
Patterson, assisted by the Rev. Dr. 
Buckley of Plattshurg, N. Y.. who 
preached from II Chron. 6: IS. In 
the evening of the same day. Dr. 
Patterson was assisted by the Rev. 
Gavin Lang of St. Andrew's Church, 
Montreal, Moderator of Presbytery, 
who gave the dedicatory address, by 
the Rev. W. M. Black, of St. Mark's, 
Montreal, and by the Pev, President 
Beecham of Vermont University who 
preached -from the text: "Provide 
things honest (honorable) in the 
sight of all men." The enterprise 
was especially indebted! to the late 
Julius Scriver, M. P., to the much 
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loved minister, to Mrs. Scriver, Mrs. 
Patterson and the many who labored 
TYith them. 

The Rev. Wm, Robertson, the next 
minister , served from Dec. 29'th, 
]jBS4 till his death which took place, 
.Jkn. 4th, 1894. 




, REV. WILLIAM ROBERTSON 
188,4-94 



The Rev. Roderick McKay, M. A:, 
j>.;D., served from April 11th, 1895 
till Dec. 12th, 1899. 
"'The Rev. A. Lee,. B. A., served 
from June 29th, 1900 till Dee. 2nd, 
1906. During Mr. Lee's ministry 
the 1 preseut Mianse was bought from 
John F. Scriver on April 2nd, 1901 
for $1800.00, and the pld Manse 
property was sold to Thomas Merlin 
for I JI1 200.00. St Andrew's W. M. S. 
was organized in Mr. Lee's time. 

The Rev. C. Haughton, B. A. was 
minister from April lath, 1907 till 
Nov. 13th, 1910. 

He was succeeded by the Rev. S. 
Gar ley Brown, who was ordained and 




/ 






REV. RODERICK McKAY, B. D. 
1895-99 




REV, A. LEE, B. A, 
1900-OS 
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REV. C. 



HATJCHTON, 
1907-10 



B. A. 



inducted April 24th, 1911 and re- 
mained till Nov. 24th, 1912. 

The Rev. D. M. Reid served from 
May iOh, 1913 till his death on Nov. 
1st, 1915. 

During the vacancy the sessions of 
St. Andrew's and Knox Churches 
■were united cm Feb. 25th., 1916. They 
had previously worked as separate 
sessions. 

The next pastorate was that of 
Rev. F. W. Murray which began 
March 27th, 1916, 

An amalgamation took place be- 
tween the local Methodist and Pres- 
byterian congregations, dating from 
June 1st, 1918. 

On August 17th, 1922, at a meeting 
in St. Andrew's Church, Miss Bessie 
M. Cairns was designated as Mission 
tea<Sher to . Kong Moon, South China. 

The congregation at this time con- 
tains SS Presbyterian families and 
34 families of Methodists The 
Presbyterian communion roll con- 
tains 1S6 names. The Methodist 



REV, S. G. BROWN 
1911-12 




REV, D, M. REID 
[913-15 



JRCH CENTENARY 



roll, by the amalgamation terms, Is 
kept separately. 

There has been .but brief reference 
to the faithful work of the various 
ministers. But the present^oninister 
hears many kindly words?: iaf those 
who preceded him and of their faith - 
fill labors. '' : ,"■-&* 

To mark the entrance of .the con- 
gregation upon the ,100th y'e?.r of Its 
history, special services were held 
in St. Andrew's Church t — 0&V- 1st, 
1P22, morning and evening-,-- Knox 
Church w o rs h ippi n g w i th ™ S t „ . An- 
drews for the day. The special 
preaic'her for the day was Rev. R. W. 
Dickie, D. D. of Knox Crescent 
Church, Montreal, who conveyed the 
greetings of the Presbytery and 
whose sermons in the morning from 
Eph. 2: 19-22, and in the evening 
from 1 Theas. 5: 16, were most 
moving and powerful. At the morn- 
ing service the minister was assisted 
by the R.ev. Jas. Patterson. D. D. in 



the administration bath of ithe 
Sacrament of Baptism, and of tha 
Lord's Slipper. The infant baptized! 
was Thomas Rob son CI eland, all Of 
whose grandparents and whose par- 
ents were married by the Rev. Dr. 
Patterson, and whose father T. E. 
Cieland was baptized by him. The 
day was warm and beautiful and the 
tihurch was full. In the evening Dr. 
Patterson again took a full part in . 
thr» services, especially leading in a 
prayer that united the hearts of the 
people with him in deep emotion at 
the throne of grace. 

On Thursday evening, Oct. 5lth, 
the ladies of the congregation held a 
centennial tea-meeting in the Town 
Hall, whiclh was crowded. After the 
repast a .civic welcome was extended 
to the gathering by Mayors R. W. 
Blair or ..the Village, and R. T. 
Brownies of the Township. Mr. 
Joseph Merlin gave most interesting 
reminiscenses of his grandfather, the 
first minister. Mr. Robert Ellerton, 
Tcwn Clerk, gave an account of the 
.education al and municipal develop- 
ment, and an account of the admin- 
istration of justice in the commun- 
ity. Rev. T. S. St. Aubin conveyed 
the greetings of the sister congrega- 
tion iof Russeltown, The Rev. Geo. 
F. Dewev, asst. minister of St. An- 
drew's Church, "Westmount, brought 
the greetings of its minister, the 
Rev. TO. J. OJark. D. D., Moderator 
of the Gehetal Assembly. The Rev. 
S. Gorley BriWn of St, Luke's. Mon- 
treal, and, formerly minister here 
conveyed' thegree'tings of his peouln. 
The Rev.:P: W. Murray read a his- 
tory of the congregation, also an- 
nouncing the receipt o.f gresting.'l 
from the session of the American 
Church, Montreal, through Mr. Chas. 
Scriver. and of letters bearing kindly 
words from Mrs. A, I, Reid. widow 
of a former minister, and the Eev's. 
C, Haughton and Roderick McKay, 
former ministers and from Rev. H. 
S. Lee, son of a former minister. 
The evening closed with the singing 
of the National Anthem. 



